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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL IN THE IRISH TIMES JUNE 6, 1978 

FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN THE IRISH TIMES 
JUNE 6, 1978 UNDER HEADING TIMELY RECOGNITION: 

THE AWARD OF FOUR TONYS - THE BROADWAY STAGE 
EQUIVALENT OF THE HOLLYWOOD OSCARS - TO HUGH LEONARD'S 
PLAY, "DA," IS A TIMELY RECOGNITION OF THE MAN WHO MUST 
BE CONTEMPORARY IRELAND'S MOST PRODUCTIVE PLAYWRIGHT. 

IT IS OVER THIRTY YEARS NOW SINCE JOHN KEYES BYRNE, 

THEN A YOUNG CLERICAL OEFICER IN THE LAND COMMISSION, 

HAS HIS FIRST PLAY PRODUCED, AND HIS PSEUDONYMN OF 
HUGH LEONARD BEGAN TO RING FAINT BELLS IN THE 
THEATRICAL WORLD. 

IT IS NEARLY TWENTY YEARS SINCE HE HAD HIS FIRST BIG 
SUCCESS WITH HIS ADAPTATION OF "PORTRAIT OF THE 
ARTIST" UNDER THE TITLE OF "STEPHEN D.," AND IT IS 
FIVE YEARS SINCE HIS PRESENT AWARD- WINNER, "DA," HAD 
A MAJOR SUCCESS, WITH JOHN MCGIVEN, KEVIN MCHUGH 
AND CHRIS O'NEILL, AT THE DUBLIN THEATRE FESTIVAL 
OF 1973. 

LEONARD HIMSELE WOULD BE THE FIRST TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
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THAT MUCH OE THAT ORIGINAL SUCCESS WAS DUE TO 
MCGIVER'S MAGNIFICENT CHARACTERISATION OF THE OLD 
DALKEY GARDENER WHO WAS THE DRAMATIST'S FOSTER- 
FATHER; HE WOULD ALSO BE THE FIRST TO REGRET THAT 
MCGIVER DID NOT LIVE TO REPEAT HIS DUBLIN AND 
WASHINGTON TRIUMPHS ON BROADWAY. 
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SINCE 1956 AND "THE BIG BIRTHDAY," LEONARD HAS 
WRITTEN OVER TWENTY PLAYS LOR THE STAGE, AS WELL 
AS COUNTLESS WORKS FOR TELEVISION. NOT ALL OE 
THE PLAYS WERE SUCCESSEUL, AND HE WAS BEGINNING TO 
HAVE A COMPLEX THAT HIS ONLY SUCCESSFUL WORK LAY IN 
ADAPTATIONS, WHEN THE SUCCESS OE THE COMPLETELY 
ORIGINAL "DA" CURED HIM. 

IT IS A HIGHLY PERSONAL PLAY, FULL OF LOVE EOR THE 
EOSTER-PARENTS WHO ADOPTED HIM, BUT WITHOUT A 
TRACE OF SENTIMENTALITY. IT WAS ALSO, IN A SENSE, 

AN EXERCISE IN AUTO-THERAPY AND, IN WRITING IT, THE 
AUTHOR CLEANSED HIMSELF OF ANOTHER COMPLEX, TO 
EIND HIS OWN IDENTITY. 

HE HAS HAD INDIFEERENT LUCK WITH OTHER PLAYS THAT 
DESERVED BETTER. SOME THAT COME TO MIND ARE "THE 
AU-PAIR MAN," "THE POKER SESSION," AND "TIME WAS." 

SO, IT MIGHT NOT BE UNTIMELY TO SUGGEST, NOW THAT 
BROADWAY HAS RECOGNISED HIS WORTH, THAT THE NATIONAL 
THEATRE OE IRELAND SHOULD CONSIDER EMPHASISING 
THE HONOUR BY PRODUCING A SEASON OE HUGH 
LEONARD'S PLAYS. KRENE 
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